This brief essay attempts to describe the relationship between Christian religious instruction, hereafter called catechesis, and lectionaries and their use.  For the sake of this essay, lectionaries, without referring to a specific system of readings, and the use of lectionaries will be denoted by the term “lectionary.”
The Church, the people who hear and follow the voice of Christ, is created by and gathered around the Word proclaimed.
  Though the Church receives the whole of the Scriptures handed down to her, how she publicly reads those Scriptures reveals her self-understanding.  A lectionary discloses the Church’s self-understanding because the Church, by internal and external hermeneutical, exegetical, ethical, and social forces, selects readings for that same lectionary—now a liturgical canon within a canon—thereby declaring her principle stories and tenets.
  Ecclesiology, therefore, shapes a lectionary, for in the selection of the pericopes, the Church assembles a movie montage, as it were, of her life in Christ.

However, ecclesiology remains a penultimate influence, for the ultimate influence upon a lectionary is the Gospel, by which the Scriptures are understood and the Church is created.
  Through a lectionary the Church announces her Christological shape as the Gospel is read and proclaimed;
 through the same lectionary again the Church displays her Eucharistic shape, for the Word read and preached draws Christ’s members to the Sacrament of the Altar;
 and through that lectionary the Church has a calendar by which the baptized may corporately hear and live their life in Christ.
  Since that same lectionary is conceived within the Church, and the Church is the creation of Christ Himself, a lectionary declares that the Church’s narrative is the narrative of Christ.

With a lectionary the Church retains and maintains her identity, for a lectionary gives the Church, by means of the Gospel, access to Christ in His Scriptures, His presence among His people.  The Church, as she preaches a lectionary, gives birth, for the Holy Spirit “has a unique community in the world, which is the mother that begets and bears every Christian through the Word of God.”
  Therefore a lectionary, the reading of the Scriptures, must remain at the center of gathering of God’s people if the Church is to retain the character of her existence, that is, a worshiping community created by, assembled around, and sustained by Word and Sacrament.

However, since every lectionary contains only a small fraction of whole Bible, a lectionary implies that the worship service cannot be the main way of hearing the Word of God.  In fact, a lectionary presupposes familiarity with the Scriptures; a lectionary presupposes catechesis in the Scriptures.
  If a lectionary were compared to a map’s compass or legend, the chief readings of the Church would orient the traveler in the proper direction; a lectionary might be said to describe the general topography of the Word, and the fine contours of the Bible would be explained in catechesis.

From the beginning the Gospel accounts were likely the chief means of catechesis; the Gospel accounts themselves were viewed as catechetical.
  A lectionary, at least in regard to the Gospel accounts then, sets before the Church the core of catechesis.  The framework for catechesis is the celebration of the mystery of Christ crucified risen and present in the Church through the power of the Spirit in the unfolding of the church’s feasts and seasons, and that framework is transmitted by a lectionary.  Therefore, while a worship service is not primarily a session for Christian religious instruction, a lectionary is constructed for catechesis.

Therefore, the maintenance of lectionary remains significant for catechesis because a lectionary fills the ears of the believers with the fundamentals of catechesis.  Since catechesis is centered on the conveying the life of Christ to the believer, catechesis must continue because God continues to forgive sins.
  A lectionary remains important because it stresses the Church’s preaching and teaching of the forgiveness of sins.  A lectionary serves as liturgical catechesis inasmuch as the whole life of the Church is encompassed by forgiveness since forgiveness is constantly needed “because we carry our flesh around our neck.”

However while lectionary and catechesis are counterparts, they are not equivalent.  The lectionary places the deposit before the Church, and then those readings must be expounded.  A lectionary directs the Church to reflection on the Word, yet catechesis “is more than instruction in the faith; it is formation into the life of Christ.”
  That formation “comes through catechesis that involves studying scripture, particularly by means of the lessons for each Sunday from the lectionary”
  If repetitio mater studiorum est, then a lectionary is where the Church should emphasize repetitio.
  In catechesis the Church is taught the Word so that she might teach it;
 what the Church learns, she passes on in a lectionary.

Lectionaries have opportunities to catechize.  When lectionaries follow lectio continua, the Church has the opportunity to preach and teach the life and faith in Christ and the people in broader context; rather than unfolding a few verses in a homily, lectio continua may permit greater freedom for thematic and expository preaching.  Conversely, observations of feasts and special observances, with their lectio selecta, allow the Church to concentrate on matters that might often be relegated to the periphery, i.e, martyrdom and the persecution of Christians on the Day of St. Stephen.  During the seasons of the liturgical year, lectionaries may be employed to address issues in the Church’s catechisms; series of homilies on the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Sacraments would suit Lent, just as the end of the church year might focus specifically on matters of eschatology.

As lectionaries assist in catechesis, so catechesis will shape the lectionary.  Contemporary movements in theology, social-political concerns, environmental interests, ethical issues arising out of scientific discoveries and technological progress, and matters of worship practice, besides other factors, will compel the Church to consider other readings in lectionaries; the Church’s lectionary and liturgical setting will provide a context by which these issues may be addressed catechetically.

Which lectionary a congregation employs, or whether a lectionary is used, is certainly an adiaphoran, but that does not make a lectionary an unimportant matter. Thus in choosing lectionaries, the Church should remember that she is selecting a catechetical tool.
  A lectionary is more than a means to dole out discrete independent bundles of Scripture; a lectionary acts as a path, a road for both pastor and congregation through the whole counsel of God. Guided by the use of a good lectionary and catechesis, the faith of the Church is well-nourished and the Church grows in her faith and in her understanding of her Lord.
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� A cursory reading of the Scriptures shows the primacy of the taught and preached Word (Deuteronomy 11:18-20; Nehemiah 8:1-8; Psalm 19:7-11; Psalm 119; Matthew 5:2ff; Matthew 28:18-20; I Timothy 4:13; II Timothy 3:14-17; Colossians 3:16; et al.).  This position is fundamental to confessional Lutheran theology; see Formula of Concord, II ¶50 in Book of Concord,  Edited by Robert Kolb and Timothy J. Wengert, translated by Charles Arand, Eric Gritsch, Robert Kolb, William Russell, James Schaaf, Jane Strohl, Timothy J. Wengert, (Minneapolis:  Fortress Press, 2000).  For a similar statement, refer to Michael Reu, Catechetics, (Chicago:  Wartburg Publishing House, 1918), 306.


� Without reviewing the impact of historico-critical and grammatical hermeneutics, it is enough for this essay to point to James B. Dunning’s various emphases in the Gospel accounts as he converses with their stories as they appear in a lectionary (Echoing God’s Word. Formation for Catechists and Homilists in a Catechumenal Church, [The North American Forum on the Catechumenate, 1993], 197-316).  Consider also the comments of a generation ago:  "In recent years there has been a widespread restiveness with the appointed readings, a great deal of experimentation, and a desire for either reform of the pericopes or a completely new lectionary. This concern is not simply the product of change in society and church; it has deeper roots. It reflects a variety of influences in current theology, social-ethical involvements, developments in worship practice, and especially the influential biblical theology movement of recent decades” (Contemporary Worship 6: The Church Year Calendar and Lectionary, prepared by the Inter-Lutheran Commission on Worship, [Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House; Philadelphia: Board of Publications of the Lutheran Church in America; St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1973], 13, cited in Alexander Ring, The Path of Understanding, � HYPERLINK "http://www.blc.edu/comm/gargy/gargyl/" ��http://www.blc.edu/comm/gargy/gargyl/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.blc.edu/comm/gargy/gargy1/AlexRing.gpc.html" ��AlexRing.gpc.html� accessed October 2001.  Refer also to Normand Bonneau, The Sunday Lectionary:  Ritual Word, Paschal Shape, (Collegeville, Minnesota:  The Liturgical Press, 1998), 3,4, 24-28, 145-152, and Ring, The Path of Understanding, regarding forces affecting the development of lectionaries. 


� Justification by grace through faith in Christ stands as “…the most important topic of Christian teaching which rightly understood, illumines and magnifies the honor of Christ” (Book of Concord, Apology IV.2) and added in the German translation is “which is especially useful for the clear, correct understanding of the entire Holy Scriptures, and alone shows the way to the unspeakable treasure and right knowledge of Christ , and alone opens the door to the entire Bible” (Book of Concord, 121, footnote 49).


� Book of Concord, Augsburg Confession VII ¶1,2.


� Book of Concord, Large Catechism: Sacrament of the Altar, ¶39-44.


� James Brauer, “The Church Year,” Lutheran Worship: History and Practice, edited by Fred Precht, (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1993), 146,147.


� Bonneau, The Sunday Lectionary, 49.


� Book of Concord, Large Catechism: The Creed, ¶42.  See also Robert Kolb, Teaching God’s Children His Teaching.: a guide for the study of Luther’s Catechism, (Hutchinson, Minnesota: Crown Publishing, Inc., 1992), 4-13


� Bonneau, The Sunday Lectionary, 49.


� See also Arthur A. Just, Jr., Commentary: Luke 1:1-9:50, (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1996), 14.


� Bonneau, The Sunday Lectionary, 163.  See also Kate Dooley, To Listen and Tell.  Introduction to the Lectionary for Masses with Children, (Washington, D.C.: The Pastoral Press, 1993), 37,38.


� Kolb, Teaching God’s Children, 4-14.


� Book of Concord, Large Catechism: The Creed, ¶54.


� Arthur A. Just, Jr., “Journey to Life in Christ: An Introduction to the Catechumenate,” Lutheran Forum 32:3 (Fall 1998) 26; see also Just, Commentary, 13.


� Just, “Journey to Life in Christ,” 27.  “Already since the sixteenth century the reading and explanation of the pericopes have been looked upon as a feature of instruction in the Holy Scriptures” (Reu, Catechetics, 411).


� See also Dooley, To Listen and Tell, 50.


� Kolb, Teaching God’s Children, 4-14.


� For lectionary based catechesis, refer to � HYPERLINK "http://www.holy-spiritchurch.org/PEP/pep_lectionary.htm" ��http://www.holy-spiritchurch.org/PEP/pep_lectionary.htm� (Holy Spirit Catholic Church Crown Point, Indiana “What is Lectionary-Based Catechesis?” accessed January 12, 2004.and Taste and See: Catechesis as Food for the Journey � HYPERLINK "http://www.catholicgbg.org/tasteandseeweb/resources/modelstab/lectionarybased.html" ��http://www.catholicgbg.org/tasteandseeweb/resources/modelstab/lectionarybased.html� (Accessed January 12, 2004).


� See Arthur A. Just’s concern for liturgy, language, catechesis, and preaching in “Liturgical Renewal in the Parish,” Lutheran Worship: History and Practice, edited by Fred Precht, (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1993), 34-36.  For mention of a catechism’s liturgical role, refer to Charles P. Arand, “The Small Catechism Within the RCIA,” Lutheran Forum 32:3 (Fall 1998), 39.


� Thus Dooley urges a children’s lectionary because children need to celebrate their faith in a way appropriate with age and development level; attending to that need gradually initiates them into the community (To Listen and Tell, 22,23).


� Bonneau, The Sunday Lectionary, 163,164.


� See Ring, Path of Understanding.





